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PERSONAL NARRATIVE 

CHILDHOOD EXPERIENCES 
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My childhood, years 2 through l 0, were without a Father in the home, I look back on them with great joy and 

happiness. My mother loved me to pieces. I have something that my brothers will never be able to share, and 

that is the love of our mother's heart all by myself. She was my friend and role model. She taught me to play 

catch and ride a bike. To like hot sauce and enjoy a well-made pen and a great book. Mostly importantly, to 

develop a great passion for Jesus. 

Royal Rangers is a foundational part of my growing up. There are so many levels to the complexity of a boy, es

pecially one that has no father figure in his everyday life. I am thankful for the men that picked up the slack in my 

life. They taught me how to camp, cook over a fire, tie knots, sharpen an axe, gig for flounder and frogs, pitch a 

tent, and fold a sleeping bag. But I think the one idea that I remember the most and has had the most profound 

effect on me is, "Leave a campsite better than when you found it!" Now I have grown up in urban environments 

much of my life, I have to really work hard to use 6 of the first 7 things. The 8th idea sticks with me in all things, 

with all people, in all places - always leave them better than when I found them! 

My grandfather on my mom's side was a baseball nut! He is a legend in the North Carolina city leagues for boys 

and men in the l 940's through the l 960's. One could say, it rubbed off. Grandpa died when I was 11, but I can 

tell you that his passion for the boys he coached was passed on to me. As a boy that grew up, I now coach the 

game of baseball, love my boys - especially #2 - the one they call "Big2na" - my boy - Isaiah Daniel Lewiston! 

And I so love the boys of Green in Memphis, TN, Purple in Bourne, MA, Red in Cedar Valley, IA, Blue at Gansett. 

My being in a single parent home for much of my younger years, we depended on childcare. Back in the early 

80s, I went to a childcare center that had a pool, unlike today. I was thrown in the deep end and told to swim 

when I was around 8 or 9. I remember it like yesterday. Well I had to overcome that fear, my wife is part fish, and 

having lived in Florida and Cape Cod - you had better learn to love the water, because it is everywhere. 

I saw my first interaction with drugs at the age of 7, sitting on the swings at our apartment, about 25 yards from 

my front door. I heard a commotion on the other side of the complex. I watched a mom literally beat her 

teenage son with a broom. Then I saw the mom throw a bowl across the way and white powder drifted through 

the air. That started a passionate conviction to never put things in my body that I couldn't control or that had no 

place in the hearts of kids. 

When my mom and dad married when I was 11, they went on their honeymoon, I went on mine. My new Grand

parents on my new dad's side took me on a trip in a new Lincoln Town car. I had the whole back seat to myself, 

and with Scruffy - my stuffed dog. While visiting some other new relatives in the DC area, we made a stop along 

the interstate. A buffet. I tried - for the first time - and actually liked frog legs. Seriously, they do taste like chicken 

(hot sauce helps too). And now to this day, I will eat anything - except for Factory Meatloaf from the Cheese

cake Factory©! 

MEETING JEN LEWISTON 

Jen and I met in Study Hall her sophomore year, my junior year in high school - 1989. She was on the wrong end 

of a spit ball that was not supposed to hit her. From that moment forward, she has always been in the center 

of my world. She was a cheerleader, I was a football player. She likes burgers and pizza, I like Chinese food and 

Tacos. She was into Hip Hop and Rap, I was into Rock-n-Roll. Somehow out of all the opposites, God attracted 2 

first born kids that love to live with passion, and we started writing a beautiful and messy love song! 

Our first date was on Oct. 14, 1990! Married November 22, 1996. Now almost 20 years later, we don't get as 

many dates nights, but the love is still there and won't be burning out anytime soon! 



MARRIAGE 

We set early in our marriage to "Prefer and Defer" to one another. I am happy to report that we have done 

exactly that for the last almost 24 years of marital bliss. Okay, not exactly! There is another saying that we set, 

"Please forgive me and I Love You!" Those 2 sayings have kept us falling for each other time and time again! 

We never say the words divorce, leave, separate, or use the phrase "Whatever." We have found that when those 

words are used, bad things happen. 

God is the center! We pray with our kids every night. We read the word together as a family most every night! 

We have a healthy intimacy both emotionally and physically. Constantly trying to relearn the love language that 

each other has. Jen's is quality time. I'm the shallow one - gifts. We both enjoy words of affirmation. 

Marriage is the hardest thing in the world, next to parenting and ministry. So the key is to not do any of them 

alone! Our biggest goals are to pastor together, eventually travel to see the grandkids together, and then walk 

the streets of heaven! 

Jen's focus is our kids! Our number one priority are those three. They are a product of our marriage. They come 

from us and it is our job to steward and nurture them. We believe that the greatest ministry we have, period, is to 

pastor and love our kids to go on and do what we could not do and go where we weren't able to go! 

We are each other's best friend, most honest critique, most loving touch, and most gentle whisper. We will love 

passionately, because we can fight passionately only to forgive each other time and again! Two first-born kids, 

passion is the name of the game! 
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